BUILDEE OP THE PANAMA CANAL             461

wrote in regard to an official on the Isthmus who had been
the leader in working up opposition to Colonel Goethals:
"He (naming him) has done good work, and I am sure
the Colonel will give him an absolutely fair chance. If
he does well and acts in entire harmony with the Colonel,
he will stay; otherwise he will not. I shall back up the
Colonel on all points.'7

The official in question was given "an absolutely fair
chance" by Colonel Goethals, but he failed to improve it,
and he was asked for his resignation. In announcing his
forthcoming departure, under date of May 23, 1908, the
President wrote me a letter which is worth quoting for
its revelation of his attitude toward newspaper assaults:

"Blank is going, so that you need not have any anxiety
on that score. As for scandalous articles of the kind you
enclose, why of course they will appear about you, and
Colonel Goethals and me, and everybody else, and I don't
care a snap of my fingers about them.''

When in December, 1907, Colonel Goethals arrived in
Washington, the President at once fulfilled his promise to
put full power into his hands. He told the Colonel to have
an Executive Order drawn up to accomplish that purpose.
This was done, but when it was submitted to Secretary
Taft, then at the head of the War Department, he said that
he did not think it was entirely in accordance with law, but
as it had been prepared at the President's direction he
advised Colonel Goethals to take it to the White House and
see what the President thought of it. Colonel Goethals, in
his own account of the incident, published in Scribner's
Magazine, in May, 1913, describes what took place as fol-
lows :

"After reading it, the President reached for a pen, ask-
ing if it was satisfactory to me. I replied affirmatively, but
explained that Mr. Taft thought that it was not exactly
in accord with the law. To this the President replied that
he would take his chances with the law, adding that he
wanted the canal built."